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SDM Foundation offers free computer lessons to everyone

By GAIL LOWE
MELROSE — All it takes is a
little vision and a lot of money
to make a big difference in the
world.
Over the 94 years of his life,

Scotland native Stuart D. MclIn-

tosh had that vision as well as the
money needed to open the SDM
Foundation, Inc., now located
across from D’Amici’s Artistry in
Baking on Main Street in Melrose.

Mcintosh traveled a wind-
ing but steady path that led him
from earning a degree in chem-

istry at the University of Glasgow .

(Scotland) to early computing
at Stanford University and the
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology following the death of his
parents. His early business focus
was to make data more available
to the actual business user.

And that’s what SDM is all
about. Upon his death in 2015,
the Foundation, a non-profit
501(c)(3), was launched and has
been up and running since Mon-
day, July 11. The organization
provides educational programs
and services for non-technical
people and gives them easier ac-

SDM FOUNDATION opened on Main Street on Monday,
lessons to the public.

July 11 and is now offering free computer
(Courtesy Photo)

cess to information through ad-
vanced technology such as the
Internet. ‘

In everyday language, this
means SDM helps beginners use
e-mail, Facebook, the Web, ed-
iting digital, online music and all
of the other ways people interact,
learn and participate in society
through the use of technology.

MacBooks, iPads, Kindles,
Chromebooks and Windows 10
are all at the site.

SDM Foundation makes using
computers easy for everyone
through the personal and patient
help provided by professional
trainers.

“We give small group lessons
and one-on-one advice using ei-
ther people’s own computers or
ours,” said SDM Executive Direc-
tor Kristin Thorp, who worked for
Mcintosh for 30 years.

Thorp added that whether peo-
ple want to e-mail, connect with
friends on Facebook and other
social media or play games, as-
sistance tailored to them.

“And Mr. Mcintosh set it up in
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